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in their advance through tangled woods, had fallen into great
confusion, which was increased by the murderous fire now
bursting from the hastily-formed Federal front. Thus some
time was consumed in restoring order in the Confederate bri-
gades. But Jackson was still hotly intent upon pressing his
advantage in getting into Hooker's rear. Then fate stepped
in with an event of great portent. The victorious Confederates
lost their leader. Returning from a short reconnoissance out-
side of his lines, Stonewall Jackson was grievously wounded
by bullets coming from his own men, and died a few days later.
;The attack stopped for that night.

The next morning, Sunday, May 3d, found the Army of
the Potomac, about 90,000 men of it under General Hooker's
immediate command, strongly entrenched in the vicinity of the
Chancellor house, and about 22,000 men, under General Sedg-
wick, near Fredericksburg, moving up to attack General Lee in
his rear. Never did General Lee's genius shine more brightly
than in the action that followed. He proved himself, with his
60,000 men against nearly double that number, a perfect master
of that supreme art of the military leader: to appear to have
superior forces at every point of decisive importance. First he
flung Jackson's old corps, now under the command of General
" Jeb " Stuart, against some of Hooker's breastworks in the
center, carrying one line of entrenchments after another by
furious assaults.   Then, hearing that Sedgwick had taken
Marye's Heights and was advancing from Fredericksburg, he
detached from his front against Hooker a part of his force
large enough to overmatch Sedgwick, and drove that general
across the Rappahannock. Then he hurried back the divisions
that had worsted Sedgwick to make his own forces superior to
Hooker's at the point where he wished to strike. Hooker mean-
while seemed to be in a state of nervous collapse. On the second
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